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A note from the Principal...
A number of community events are happening this term
– thank you morning teas for volunteers, Year 6
Leavers’ Assembly and a Fun Family Picnic Evening
where we’ll be playing old fashioned games such as sack
races and egg‘n’spoon races. Please keep watching out
for communication coming home with these dates on
them, as we would love to see your family there.
Jan Otene
Principal

Happening in Our School...
Healthy Food Choices
Firstly, thank you to the families who randomly drop off
tasty morsels for the staff, we appreciate your
thoughtfulness. Thanks also to those who host the
parent coffee club, offering the opportunity for those in
our community to meet each other and for numerous
acts of kindness, such as supplying lunch items to
support others.
We are noticing a slight reduction in the amount of
single use packaging in lunch boxes, but we’ve still got a
LONG way to go. Chippie bags, cling wrap and juice
boxes are a constant blight in our playground and in our
rubbish bins. We’re setting you a challenge - can your
child’s lunch have zero waste in it?
Our last dental visit stats were not good – 32% of all our
children had tooth decay, many needing to go for
treatment at either the Busy Bee regional dental clinic
or to a dentist for more complex work. Our dental
nurses recommend water in lunch boxes, rather than
juice/fizzy drink options. Lollies should also not be a
part of any child’s lunch. Brushing teeth daily is vital to
helping keep teeth healthy.
A new trend we have noticed is students arriving in the
morning chewing gum. Gum is banned at ALL times –
last week a huge pink glob was on the field just waiting
for someone to stand on it and bring it indoors.
Chewing gum also has a huge impact on creating tooth
decay!
Birthday celebrations are wonderful. However, again,
we’re starting to notice a new trend and we wonder if
some parents may be feeling pressured to ‘keep up’
with others. We ask that lollies not be given out to

classmates and note that birthday cakes are really not
necessary, with a number of children dealing with
allergies and setting a precedent that others may not be
able to follow. At this stage, we are not banning
birthday cakes, we just ask that you think about how
other students may feel if their birthday isn’t celebrated
in the same way.
Occasionally at school there may be sweet treats/drinks
on offer (e.g. discos, end of year parties), but in the
main, we discourage these from being consumed at
school.
Easyswim Swimming Programme
Water safety and learning how to swim are part of our
PE programme and we expect that ALL students will
participate, unless there is a very good reason not to.
For students who forget their togs we have spare togs
available. If your child is not participating you must
provide a written note or contact the class teacher for
each lesson missed – being absent on a Monday
because it is a swimming day is not helping to keep your
child safe in the water.
End of Year Family Celebration Evening
We wanted to find a way for our school family to
celebrate a great year and what better way than to do
this than with a family picnic/fish‘n’chips evening on the
top field, weather permitting. We will have old
fashioned games followed by a cushion concert in the
hall with Christmas carols for those who want to stay a
bit later. Our H&S will have glow sticks on sale and face
painting - bring your torches or mobile phones to light
up night! We encourage you to come dressed in your
best tinsel and Christmas colours.

We welcome Oscar and William, along with their
families to Rewa Rewa School, we hope you will enjoy
your time with us.
If you have a child who is turning 5 this year, please enrol them as
soon as possible, so that school visits can be arranged.
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Student Achievements
Our congratulations to the following students:
Northern Zone Athletics Representatives
The following students represented RR school at the
athletics meet last Monday and we are very proud of
their efforts:
Aston, Brooklyn S, Cole, Danny-Lee, Esha, Ezekeil,
Malachii, Mary, Matilda, Maxine, Muhammed and Nina.
Thank you also to all of our parent volunteers on the
day!
EPro8 Technology Challenge
Two teams of senior students have been selected to
represent our school next week at the EPro8 technology
challenge in Porirua– good luck to Aston, Ben, Cole,
Esha, Lochie, Mary, Maxine and Nina.

BOT NEWS
We have been notified that our ERO visit will now be
undertaken in term 1, 2020. This is a time when we can
showcase our wonderful school and also receive
valuable feedback from the MOE about our next steps
to improve learning opportunities at Rewa Rewa School.
Our board as begun to review our success in supporting
Maori students using the Hautū Review tool. Once
completed, this should give us a clearer direction as to
our next steps. As part of this process over the next few
weeks you might expect a phone call from either
Charlotte Hills (Deputy Principal) or Ana Kawenga
(Kowhai class teacher), who will be ringing all of our
Maori and Pasifika families to start making connections
with you.
Our upgraded school website will go live within the next
week, allowing us to contact families in times of an
emergency/school closure AND allow readers to
translate newsletters and notices into other languages
to assist speakers of other languages. We would love to
hear your feedback!
Once we have tested the communication systems on
our new website and can be assured that this is an
effective way of communicating with our families, we
will then book an actual evacuation drill in term 1. In
the event that the school’s internet is down during an
emergency, we may use other methods to notify
parents, such as texting and telephoning. In all school
emergency closures, students will be kept at school
until they are collected by an adult listed on your
emergency contacts. Are your emergency details up to
date? If not, please email office@rewarewa.school.nz

immediately. Next year we will be implementing a
shared food & water supply which families will
contribute to to ensure food is available to all students
in the case of a major emergency event – expect to hear
about this at the start of the year.
School Stationery 2020
We are very aware that this can be an expensive outlay
for families and have tried to keep these costs to the
bare minimum. These lists will be distributed before the
end of term, along with 2020 class group/teacher
information. Parents can choose to use myschool.co.nz
for stationery requirements or an alternative supplier.
Thanks to the Johnsonville Lions Club, in 2020 we will
have a hardship grant available to assist families in
need. Please enquire at the School Office if you would
like to know more about this. Thank you to those
families who, in the past, have also supplied things such
as new school bags for us to offer families – your
kindness is much appreciated, especially by families
who have multiple children at school.
2020 Professional Development
In 2020 our staff will be participating in professional
development in the following key areas:
Maths, Play-Based Learning and Developing our own
Localised Curriculum. There will be 2-3 Teacher-Only
Days (TODs) during 2020 so that our teachers can
attend workshops. The dates will be advertised at least
1 term ahead via newsletter, notices and website
calender. Please make sure that you read
communications when they are sent. It is important to
keep our community up-to-date, so we have also
booked Mark Treadwell, a leading NZ educational
speaker, to make a presentation to our community
about the important shifts in learning designed to meet
today’s challenges and how we, as parents and
educators, can help our children to be more successful.
We expect a full house on this night, as it will provide
important context in explaining what we believe is
important to teach our students at Rewa Rewa School.
Home & School Parent Group
Sadly, we have had to cancel our last 2 events of the
year due to low parent support - participation in the
Johnsonville Christmas Parade and the Quiz Evening for
parents. We appreciate that parents are busy, but in
2020 we will be asking you to take a more active role in
helping our school community to ‘buzz’. So, start
thinking now about what you can do to support your
child and his/her school community.
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On a bright note, the H&S
has paid for a set of new
school t-shirts for our
sports’ teams. As well as
this, we will be selling widebrimmed sunhats (with
toggles to keep hats from
blowing away in the wind!),
with our school name and
logo on them. There are 5
colours to choose from and 4 sizes available.
Opportunities to orders hats will occur at different
times during the terms ahead – a flier about the first
order will be coming home this week. To view colours
available and try them for size, come to our office
between 8.30-9am or 2.45-3.15pm. Hats are $25 each
– a great Christmas stocking filler!

Thank you to Daniela Ashdown and Rochelle Dalziel for
organising Lucky Book Club orders this year – our school
has benefitted from this with free points for purchases
of library books.
The final H&S meeting for the year will be held 6pm,
Tuesday 26 November and we welcome all parents to
attend to help us celebrate our many achievements this
year and set a calendar of events for the year ahead.
Naomi Godfrey, H&S Chair

Assembly Certificates
Week 2, Term 4
Whero

Dash

Integrity: Demonstrating ALL our RIDE values most of the time, you are
an asset to Whero class.

Kowhai

Brooklyn S.

Empathy: Demonstrating care towards others in class during reading and
writing.

Kahurangi

Tallulah

Empathy: Connecting with others and listening to their points of view.

Whero

Curtis

Relating To Others: inviting others into your play and listening to their

Kowhai

Soleil

Thinking outside the box during Writing.

Kahurangi

Pharoah

Participating and contributing: taking an interest in developing his slide
show with a peer and met outcome.

Whero

Railley

An amazing first reading group session in Whero class.

Kowhai

Alex

Persevering when problem-solving in Maths.

Kahurangi

Cole

Making good learning decisions and working productively with a buddy.
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Upcoming Events...
Tuesday

26 November

Mon-Fri

02-06 December

Thursday

05 December

Wednesday

11 December

Thursday

12 December

10.15am

Thank You Morning Tea for all school volunteers

6pm

Home & School Parent Group Meeting
Pack the Bus collection week (non-perishable food and gift
donations for Wgtn City Mission)

10am

PTP Celebration of Success

6pm

Fun Family Picnic Evening on top field

7.30pm

Christmas Carols BYO Cushion Concert (will be on, rain or shine)

11am

End of Year Leavers Assembly
End of Year Whole School Trip
Yr 6 Leavers Sleepover @ School

Friday

13 December

Last day of Term 4—Final Assembly 12 noon, families welcome
School closes at 1pm

Term Dates 2020
Term 1

Monday 03 February - Thursday 09 April
Thursday 06 February - Waitangi Day, School Closed

Term 2

Tuesday 28 April - Friday 03 July
Monday 01 June—Queen’s Birthday, School Closed

Term 3

Monday 20 July - Friday 25 September

Term 4

Monday 12 October - Wednesday 16 December (School closes at 1pm)
Monday 26 October—Labour Day, School Closed

NB. Teacher-Only Days to be advised
Please note: After School Care is unavailable when school is closed.

Keep this page on the fridge for easy reference or check out www.rewarewa.school.nz
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Proud Supporters of
Rewa Rewa School

https://www.kellysflowers.co.nz/
Become a friend of Rewa Rewa – please contact us to see how support from your business can help gain advertising to our
community. We welcome physical and/or financial support to help with replacing fencing, concrete pathways, playground
games painting, school sports uniforms and signage, gardens.

